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Welcome to the June edition of The Fieldworker. We 
are still having to plan for future activities against the 
uncertainties of the pandemic but we can be certain 
that our June 18th lecture, The archaeology of 
Oakham Castle, by our own Mathew Morris will go 
ahead – albeit as an online lecture (details below). The 
talk will be delivered via Facebook Live, a first for the 
Fieldworkers. 

Read on to find out about the latest group news, what 
has been found recently in the county, what 
opportunities are coming up and more. 

Stay safe…  – Peter and Mathew 

THE NEXT LECTURE 

 

Our next lecture will be on Thursday June 18th at 
7.30pm when Mathew Morris will talk about The 
Archaeology of Oakham Castle. It will be a digital 
talk, free on Facebook Live and all are welcome. 

https://www.facebook.com/LeicestershireFieldworker
s/live/ 

You DO NOT need to be a member of Facebook to 
watch the talk. Clicking on the link above will take you 
to the page and allow you to view the live talk. It will 
also be available afterwards as a recording for those 
unable to join us live. 

Mathew, as well as being a valuable Committee 
member of the Fieldworkers works for University of 
Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) and 
directed the recent excavations at Oakham Castle, 
whose great hall is one of the finest surviving examples 
of domestic Norman architecture in Europe. However, 
despite a number of important excavations since the 
1950s, very little is known about the rest of the castle.  

In The Archaeology of Oakham Castle, Mathew will 
discuss the castle’s history and archaeology, 
particularly focusing on exciting new discoveries made 

during the recent Heritage Lottery funded restoration 
of the castle, which are finally starting to unlock the 
secrets of the castle’s construction, layout and role.  

PROVISIONAL DATES FOR 2020 

▪ September 17th: AGM and Peter Liddle talking on 
50 years of Leicestershire Archaeology 

▪ November 19th: Professor Simon James talking 
on Archaeology in a colonial maritime landscape: 
Roman and Byzantine Akrotiri, Cyprus 

▪ January 21st, 2021: Dr Richard Buckley on the 
Highcross Excavations 

FACEBOOK 

Don't forget to like the new Facebook Page to keep up 
to date with all the latest news and events. Just go to 
www.facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers. 

GROUP NEWS 

The situation has not really changed since the last 
newsletter. Groups have not been able to get out. 
Members have been picking pottery up on their walks 
and a few test pits have been dug in gardens. A couple 
of people have managed to get out into their local 
fields. Roger Thomas has found a rather fine Late (?) 
Bronze Age spearhead (below). 

 
Find out more at 

https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/1003742 
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A member of the newly formed Wreake Valley 
Fieldwork Group has gained permission to fieldwalk 
alongside prolific local metal detectorist Phil Harding 
on a rarely ploughed field in Rotherby. The adjacent 
field was previously walked by members of the Hoby 
and District History Society and a significant number of 
early Anglo-Saxon sherds were found, which was 
consistent with some of Dr Harding’s metal work finds. 
GPS recorded fieldwalking during ad hoc lunchtimes 
in the new field has recorded a further 20 sherds of 
early Anglo-Saxon pottery, and is starting to show the 
limits of the scatter. Although Anglian metal work has 
been found in this field previously, there is little sign 
now. Sporadic late Roman coins are appearing, but 
oddly not their pottery counterpart. Negotiation for 
access for the wider group to land in the area is still 
required. 

Most of the local groups are doing their best to keep in 
touch with members and plan for resumed work in the 
Autumn – after all fieldwalking is inherently socially 
distanced! 

FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY  

Festival planning has been a nightmare this year. As 
previously reported, we were able to scrap the leaflet 
before it went into production which saved a huge 
amount of resources. However, the ever-changing 
situation has made it impossible to plan anything. It is 
really disappointing that the talks by Michael Wood 
and Francis Pryor will have to wait for another year as 
it is still unclear if venues will be available in October.  

We are now sitting down to plan a series of guided 
walks for October as outdoor events seem much more 
likely to be possible. We may yet be able to run some 
small-scale walks in July (when the weather is more 
likely to be good) and we will keep you informed as 
plans firm up. Mathew Morris is also working on some 
digital content. 

HIDDEN HISTORIES 

 

Jim Butler, who has worked for Leicester City 
Museums and the University of Leicester has taken 
advantage of the lockdown to start filming an excellent 

web series titled Hidden Histories of Leicester. So 
far, he has produced three 20-minute films, each 
exploring a different aspect of the city’s history and 
archaeology. Episodes include a walk around the line 
of the historic town walls and explorations of the Iron 
Age and Anglo-Saxon town. They can be watched on 
YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6nLLaUuZ1UD
h5Hdc5qy2uA 

RICHARD BUCKLEY 

 

31st May 2020 marked the retirement of Dr Richard 
Buckley, Director of University of Leicester 
Archaeological Services after 40 years as a 
professional archaeologist. Richard’s career has 
encompassed all the large-scale excavations that 
have preceded the City’s urban regeneration over the 
last 40 years, including the Shires and Highcross 
shopping centres, alongside landmark research 
excavations at Leicester Castle, Leicester Abbey and, 
of course, Grey Friars, the last resting place (but one) 
of Richard III. 

We wish him a happy retirement! 

Read more about Richard’s career here: 

https://ulasnews.com/2020/05/29/ulas-director-
richard-buckley-retires/ 

EXCAVATION NEWS 

Since the construction industry has returned to work 
since the lockdown so has commercial archaeology. 
ULAS have excavations up and running, at Oadby, 
Castle Donington and Aston Green. 

Roger Kipling has kindly sent us an update on the 
excavation on the western edge of Castle Donington 
alongside the recently completed western bypass prior 
to construction of housing.  Work follows on from 
extensive archaeological investigation in the area, 
notably on land adjacent  to the present development, 
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where excavations in 2011 revealed the ring ditch of a 
possible Bronze Age round barrow, several Bronze 
Age collared urn burials and a later pit alignment (see 
plan below). A network of ditched Roman enclosures 
was located down slope to the north. 

 

 

The current excavations at Castle Donington (left) and 
the 2011 excavation (in red, right). 

 

The current excavation has revealed the continuation 
of the aforementioned pit alignment, running 
westwards across the site, and likely dating to the later 
Bronze Age. Subsequently during the Iron Age, an 
arrangement of three, possibly four small ditched 
enclosures was put in place, two of which were linked 
to a contemporary north-south ditch. Finds have been 
sparse, but the ditch of the southern enclosure did 
produce a beehive quern fragment and an iron adze. 

 

 

Excavating ditched enclosures at Castle Donington. 

 

The iron adze found at Castle Donington. 

Don’t forget, you can keep up to date with more ULAS 
news on ulasnews.com. Recent articles have revealed 
more about the archaeology of the Waterside 
regeneration in Leicester, what was found during work 
at Jewry Wall Museum and Waltham on the Wolds, 
and have examined the archaeology behind the King 
Leir legend. 

The latest ULAS discoveries can also be followed via: 

▪ www.facebook.com/ulasnews/ 

▪ twitter.com/ULASarchaeology 

▪ www.instagram.com/ulasarchaeology/ 

GRANTS 

The Grants page and application form are now 
available on the Fieldworkers website at 
http://leicsfieldworkers.co.uk/about-us/grants/ 

CONTACT US 

THE FIELDWORKER is edited by Peter Liddle, 
57 STANFELL ROAD, LEICESTER, LE2 3GE.  

Tel: 0116 2214508 

Email: peter.liddle51@gmail.com. 

Contributions welcome! 

Our webmaster is Mathew Morris who also 
welcomes details of events and news. 

Email: mlm9@le.ac.uk 
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